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Overview

ÅWhat is AAC? What is Low Tech AAC?

ÅWho needs AAC? Who needs low tech AAC?

ÅHow do I know a client is ready for AAC?

ÅWhat kinds of low tech AAC solutions are 
available?

ÅWhere do I start?

ÅWhat can go wrong, and what can I do?

ÅHow do I create opportunities for using AAC?
ïPartner Instruction/Changing Environments
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What is AAC? 
ÅAAC = Augmentative and Alternative 

Communication
ïAugment = to supplement

ïAlternative = to replace

ïAAC = Using ANYTHING other than speech to 
communicate
ÅFacial expressions

ÅGestures

ÅManual signs

ÅObjects (whole or partial)

ÅMiniature objects

ÅRemnants 

ÅGraphic symbols (line drawings, photos)

ÅElectronic devices (high end and low end)
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AAC as a Tool 
ÅAAC is about COMMUNICATION

ïUsing AAC is never an outcome in and of itself

ÅOnly helpful if it improves FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION

ïDevices cannot accomplish anything in and of 

themselves

ÅNothing magical about using AAC

ïThink of devices as a TOOL to get the client to exactly 

the same places as clients who rely on speech; for ex, 

ÅIncrease/improve

ïParticipation

ïAcademic/employment outcomes

ïSocial skills

ïLanguage skills
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ïMUST know what the purpose of using that tool is 
to be successful

ïGoals/objectives are not, for the most part, much 
different for clients who use AAC
ÅExamples of communication goals for your clients?

ïTherefore, we will discuss AAC devices within the 
context of communication
ÅNOT the features of each device in isolation

ÅINSTEAD

ïHow do those features fit your client within a context for 
improved functional outcomes?
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What is Low Tech AAC?

ÅA type of aided AAC

ïUsing something other than the body to 

communicate

ÅMay be electronic or non-electronic

ÅStatic displays

ïSymbols are placed on paper

ïDo not have electronic screens where you 

can change the screen at the press of a 

button/mouse (i.e., dynamic displays, like your 

computer)
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ÅTypically used for clients who:

ïCannot put more than 1 or 2 words together

ÅBut they may understand more than that (simple full 

sentences)

ïSupplementary devices for people with higher 

cognitive functioning

ÅEmergency messages (ALS client in ABQ)

ïUse symbols to support comprehension/ organization

ÅVisual schedules
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Low Tech Systems: 

Non-Electronic
ÅIndividual Graphic Symbols

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://specialedandme.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/pecs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://specialedandme.wordpress.com/2007/10/18/what-is-pecs/&h=549&w=500&sz=90&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=pdytZ2VfXkAypM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpecs%2Baac%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://server12.sitewizard.co.uk/sites/contactcandle/images/pecs.jpg
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ÅVisual Scene Displays
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ÅEye-Com Board
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ÅSimple grids
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ÅMore complex grids
ï(Available at www.cathybinger.com) 

http://www.cathybinger.com/
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ÅRemnants
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ÅSocial Scripts

http://bp0.blogger.com/_1D4jT-U2h-w/R4-BMA1vTcI/AAAAAAAAAKw/ykDMWar1XtI/s320/dentist.jpg
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Low Tech Systems: 

Electronic

ÅObject Symbol Electronic Devices
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ÅSingle/Dual Message Electronic Devices

http://www.atworkshops.com/images/Step-by-Step-wLevels-2004-2.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gokeytech.com/images/Big-Step-by-Step-2004-2-cop.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gokeytech.com/aug__comm__hierarchy.htm&h=1508&w=1420&sz=266&hl=en&start=19&tbnid=zr89O1s98xNaqM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=141&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dstep%2Bby%2Bstep%2Bcommunicator%2Baugmentative%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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ÅMulti-Message Devices
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.incrediblehorizons.com/images/go%2520talk%25209%2B.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.incrediblehorizons.com/pecs_software.htm&h=373&w=313&sz=36&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=iu-a7vfq-swcJM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=102&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgo%2Btalk%2B9%2Baac%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gokeytech.com/images/GoTalk-20%2B.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gokeytech.com/gotalk_20%2B.htm&h=1419&w=1227&sz=335&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=JX6zjwN74hZ2nM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgo%2Btalk%2B20%2Baugmentative%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bindependent.com/hompg/images/go-04wt.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bindependent.com/gotalk.htm&h=181&w=133&sz=12&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=YJiM5kmMFXexhM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=74&prev=/images%3Fq%3Done%2Bby%2Bfour%2Btalker%2Baugmentative%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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ÅTalking Frames/Photo Albums

ïStories

ïScripts

ïTravels

ïShow & Tell 

ïEtc.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.creativityhut.com/images/tqf.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.creativityhut.com/qubf.php&h=308&w=298&sz=72&hl=en&start=13&tbnid=YiZqUDzDfBdJoM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=113&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtalking%2Bpicture%2Bframe%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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Who Needs AAC?

ÅAnyone whose communication needs are 

not met with their speech
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Who Needs Low Tech AAC?

ÅDemonstrate intentional communication; e.g.,

ïLead person around to show/tell them something

ïVocalize to request/comment

ïPoint/reach/gesture toward people/objects

ïReach to grab desired item

ïRequest/comment with gaze

ïAsk for help in any way (not just general 

crying/whining)

ïOther examples? Clients on your caseloads?

Å�ÆMay be READY to start using symbolic 

communication


